0:0:0:90:0:-0:-0:0:0:0:-0:-0-
KNOLLWOOD-DONNYBROOK NEWSLETTER

KNOLLWOOD-DONNYBROOK IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT'S LETTER,
KD President, Judy Gregory

We have had a good year and it
is time now to thank all the volun-
teers who help get the various
Knollwood Donnybrook activities
together to make them a suc-
cess. It takes lots of behind the
scene work to pull any one event
together.

So, thank you one and all'! We
always welcome new helpers, so
if you feel you want to participate
in any of our events, give me, or
any of our area representatives, a
call and we can find a job for you!

Thanks to all of you who have
paid your annual dues. This
money helps us continue to be
the desirable neighborhood we
are. And a special thanks to
those who add extra funds as a
donation.

Judy Gregory, 410-296-1843

During this holiday season, stay
safe and have a very happy holi-
day and very healthy and happy
new year!

GOOD NEIGHBOR
WEEK AWARD
PROGRAM

Baltimore County came up with a
program 14 years ago to reward
people in our county who help
promote harmony and perform
good deeds that affect our com-
munities. Our KDIA board nomi-
nated two outstanding volunteers
this year:

Elise Cloyd
Bob Vaughan

Both have donated much time
and effort toward ensuring that
KDIA remain a desirable place to
live and play for all families. On
Friday, November 20, 2009, the
celebration took place at the
Towson Sheraton with a deli-
cious lunch attended by approxi-
mately 150 guests and County
representatives. Thank you to all
volunteers, but this year we
especially honor Elise and Bob!

It 6s

editor: Ginger Ross at
Soap.Lady@comcast.net

December 2009

Winter6 0 9

Calendar of Events

Adult Social (formerly
known as the Wine and
Cheese Event)

1 April 8 Annual Meeting and
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Christmas Presence event

I Check out our re-designed Knollwood-Donnybrook Website at: http://www.knollwooddonnybrook.org.
fantastic!

In-
sert
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NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY REVIEW -as r e ported KDCOH©O s

by

Jerry ABuzo Busnuk, a f o manhgourfirdlavklts a good deterren€@deldy yneasore. | i c e ¢

tain and current security consultant, gave the following
security suggestions during a recent visit to the Rodgers
Forge association meeting.

- Motion-sensor lights in back are more effective than
keeping lights on all night because it's jarring to the bur-
glar and it lets them know someone might be alerted to
their presence.

- Alarm systems can be a deterrent, but burglars know they
have about 5-10 minutes before a police officer will show
up at the residence. Silent alarms are less effective than the
kind that blare loudly, but often people don't like to use
those because of false alarms. Wireless systems are the
best; systems that run through your landline phone can be
disabled from outside by simply cutting the phone line.

- Having people around (pedestrians, police, Citizens on
Patrol) is a good deterrent to crime.

- Burglars will watch homes to see if people leave. They
might knock on your door with some excuse (Is Johnny
here? Did you order a pizza?) to see if you're home. If they
get no answer, they'll go around back and kick in the door.

- Lights on timers are a good deterrent. But if you have
just one light on in the living room and the rest of the
house is dark, any burglar will assume you're not home
and you have a light on a timer. You need to do them all
over the house.

- Glass block is a good choice, almost impossible to break.
Good for basement windows.

- Dogs are a great deterrent, especially small yappy dogs
that don't ever shut up.

- A deadbolt that requires a key on both sides is much
more secure than the kind where one side is just a knob
that you turn to unlock. The downside is that it's harder to
get out of the house when there's a fire if you need to find
a key first, so often people with kids do not opt for this
kind of lock. He said that's a personal decision.

- Privacy fences also provide privacy for burglars as they
try to get into your home.

- Putting bells or similar on your doors is an inexpensive
way for you to hear if someone comes in while you're
home.

- Having a door that locks between your back basement

- He recommends buying a big, thick sliding bolt and put-
ting that 6 to 8 inches from the ground
on your basement door. They are very
hard to kick through so even if a bur-
glar gets through the lock, he would
have trouble opening the door. A 2x4
can also work, as long as it's in se-
curely and can't simply be lifted out.

- A hotel-style lock [http://www.amazon.com/Heavy-Duty
-Hotel-Style-Door-Security-Lock/dp/B0018MJ8S4/

ref=sr 1 1?1e=UTF8&s=hi&qid=1257907370&sr=1-1]
on the front door is a good added measure.

- Always lock all your windows when you leave the house.
Many burglars drive around pretending to be handymen,
with a ladder, and look for homes with the second-floor
windows open. (That happened in Rodgers Forge re-
cently.) Getting a piece of wood the same length as your
upper window and placing in the track is an added security
measure. It will make it even harder to open the window
even if they have jimmied the lock.

- Weslock #671 and Emteck Low Profile #8455 are rated
Consumer Report "best buy" locks (when weighing both
effectiveness and price). Medeco locks [http://
www.consumerreports.org/cro/home-garden/home-
improvement/home-security/boost-your-home-security/
overview/how-to-boost-your-home-security-ov-.htm] were
rated the best, but they are more expensive.

-Recommend never have mail stopped or paper stopped
because it alerts all those people to the fact that he'll be
gone. Have neighbors take care of it. Rob Williams of
Citizens on Patrol also brought this up, and added that you
can call the Towson police precinct (410-887-2361) and
let them know you will be on vacation and they will do
drivebys of your house from time to time to check on it.
(Sadly, they will not pick up your mail.)

You can call Baltimore County Police Outreach Offi-
cer Kristy Fuka at 410-887-5933 and she will do a
safety assessment of your home for FREE! Remem-
ber, Citizens On Patrol is an excellent way to deter
crime. Call Pat France 410-828-5564 for COP infor-
mation.



http://www.amazon.com/Heavy-Duty-Hotel-Style-Door-Security-Lock/dp/B0018MJ8S4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=hi&qid=1257907370&sr=1-1
http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/home-garden/home-improvement/home-security/boost-your-home-security/overview/how-to-boost-your-home-security-ov-.htm
http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/home-garden/home-improvement/home-security/boost-your-home-security/overview/how-to-boost-your-home-security-ov-.htm
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16" Annual Friends of the Towson Library

Book Donation Drive

The Friends of the Towson Library are accepting donations of nearly new
adult and chil drends books, DVDs, CDs
2010 for their

160 Annual Book Sale.

The Book Sale will be held April15 ™-18" 2010 .

Please magazines, encyclopedias, Readers Digest Condensed Books, textbooks or
records .

Donations may be  dropped off at the Towson Library circulation
desk orat Fay Citerone's house, 909 Rappaix Court

A receipt is available upon request.

Questions call the library at 410 -887 -6166




KD Community now a Certified

National Wildlife Habitat!

By Bev Bickel and Carolyn Williams

Have you noticed the new plants and the in-
creased growth at the end of Weatherbee Road? We
hope you enjoyed the perennial sunflowers that bloomed
in September. When we encourage native plants to
grow along the sides of the stream it helps filter the rain-
water that runs off our roofs and through our streets and
yards before it flows into the stream. This stream is part
of the Herring Run Watershed that eventually flows into
the Chesapeake Bay. We have an ongoing project work-
ing along with many other watershed communities to as-
sure that the river water that ends up in the Bay will be as
clean as possible.

As a direct result of that project, the buffer along
the stream on the border of our community is now certi-
fied as National Wildlife habitat #124944. To become a
certified habitat, we had to submit a description of the
community space that included lists of the types of plants
growing that give animals and birds cover, food sources
and nesting or breeding habitat. Here is how we started
it:

In September 2004 the Knollwood-Donnybrook Im-
provement Association received a grant from the
Chesapeake Bay Trust for this project. We joined
with the Herring Run Watershed Association and
over 60 neighborhood volunteers, ages 8-60, includ-
ing students in the Towson High Environmental
class to work on this. We have been busy planting
150 native trees, bushes and perennials that filter
run-off rainwater, removing invasive plants, cleaning
up trash and spreading mulch along the path. It is
also important to allow the natural growth of native
plant species to flourish instead of mowing up to the
edge of the streambs
direct rainwater through the planted areas instead of
straight down the gutters so that the plants can help
filter the runoff water. While the money from the
original grant has been spent, we are continuing the
project and encourage everyone to participate!

What are the benefits of encouraging native plant
growth?

The stream water is cleaner and there are now fish that
attract Great Blue Herons and other amazing birds. Na-
tive plants are flourishing and have helped create a green
corridor here for all kinds of birds and animals. Please
stop, listen and look! People have reported seeing:

9 Black-nosed Dace fish
9 Crayfish

Several woodpecker species
Owls

Red Shouldered Hawks
Eagles

Great Blue Herons

Fox
What else have you seen? Let us know!
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What can you do?

1. Pick up trash when you walk through the stream
area and surrounding neighborhoods.

2. Limit or eliminate pesticides and heavy fertilizers in
your yard.

3. Disconnect your downspouts  where possible and
allow the water to flow through your yard and gar-
dens.

4. Add arain barrel to your yard to capture rain from
your downspouts for use on your gardens and yard
and make a rain garden underneath your down-
spouts. The Herring Run Watershed Association
runs workshops to teach you how.

5. Help us eliminate invasive plants growing along the
stream so that the native plants can flourish. Some
particularly aggressive invasive plants that can be
found growing around our neighborhood include:

English Ivy - www.invasive.org/species/subject.cfm?
sub=3027

Multiflora Rose - www.invasive.org/eastern/
species/3071.html

Kudzu - www.invasive.org/eastern/species/2425.html
Thistle - www.invasive.org/eastern/species/3400.html
Poison Ivy (Donét t ou-atp/wi
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poison_ivy

Trees of Heaven - www.invasive.org/eastern/
species/3003.html

To find out more information about suburban wildlife habi-
tats or to have your own yard certified as some of your

bank SfeIIow KW@Sldgnésllpqvq qpqp,ewsqtr@ N%gnlal Wlld[lfq)

Federation at this link: http://www.nwf.org/
gardenforwildlife/certify.cfm?campaignid=WH10MXXX
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KD YOUTH HELPERS:

Name Age Jobs Phone
Rachel Harmonay 15 pet & baby sit 410 825 2412 raedabadabu@yahoo.com
dog walking
Mitchell Zink 17 shovel snow 443-564-9005
yard work
pet & baby sit
odd jobs
Alexandra Della Santina 14 baby sit 410-821-1873 banangirl88@gmail.com
Tyler Chrisman 15 leaf raking 443-977-7365 Chrismanfam@comcast.net
shovel snow
dog walking
Alex Bullen 20 odd jobs 410-241-3448 abullel@students.towson.edu
Stephen May 18 leaf raking
shovel snow
pet sitting
dog walking
Nathan Byer 19 Tutor, HS & Middle  410-206-2547
Math, Science or English
Laurel Byer 16 mot her h £10-206-5475
babysitting
AREA REPRESENTATIVES
Area A: Ginger Ross 410-825-5338 (‘-c\
Area B: Erik Cloyd 410-583-0860
Area C: Sue Cornish 410-823-6737
Area D: Dan Kreitman 410-825-2593
Area E: John Barber 410-823-4782
Area F: Rick Zapf 410-769-8311
Area G: Pat France 410-828-5564
Area H: Sandra Ortwein 443-956-3786
Area l: Marty Menton 410-296-0378
Area J: Sue Vaupel 410-337-5531 H 0
Area K: Bill Adams 410-823-6465
Area L: Pat Jakelski 410-321-1653
Area M: Fay Citerone 410-339-5375
Area N: Bill Adams 410-823-6465
Area O: Jo Marvan 410-296-9159
Area P: Jo Marvan 410-296-9159



mailto:banangirl88@gmail.com
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THANK YOU NEIGHBORERY MANY THANKS

...to all the KD residents who made EXTRA DONATIONS with their dues this year. The following households generously made
donations above the regular dues amount:

Alpern/Williams, Altemus, Amberger, Austin N, Bachur, Baker W, Barber, Beckett, Beckman, Bickel/Truscello, Blake, BIfpm,
Cadogan, Canavan, Chang, Christopher, Citerone, Clancy, Cloyd, Cole, Coleman, Cook T, Cornish, Corona, Davis L, Dfcker,
Della Santina, DeVilbiss, Dimitri, Dunbar, Eagan, Ehlers, Eitzmann, Ellinger, Fink, Forbes, Ford, Fracasso, France M.P,

Gordes, Gordillo/Lott, Grabowski, Greenhouse, Guo/Xu, Heil, Hollenshade, Hosfeld, Iwata, Keedy, Kidane, Koprowicz, Hulp,
Kuta, Larson, Lewis J, Liu/Chen, MacDougall, Macqueen, Manlove/Weber, Marvan/Fuchs, Mathias, Matthews C, McCo\§ McVey;,
Menton, Mercier, Minton, Mirahmadian, Moynihan, Mullins/Wilkotz, Muma, Nichols, Ochs, Ortwein, Osborn, Proctor, Rilgy, Rod-
riguez, Ruark, Schott S, Sinibaldi, Skarda, Slawson, Sorensen, Streett, Sullivan P, Sullivan T, Teasley, Thomas B, Thorgton
Tillman, Tindall, Tober, Vaughan, Vaupel, Wallace, Wang/Sun, Wesolowski, Wilkins, Willett, Williams P, Yancisin, Yoritogo/
Whedbee, Zink/Skinner.

It is very heart-warming to see how many of our neighbors support their community and the efforts of the board, and we would
also like to thank all 248 householdsvho have paid their dues this year.

It is not too late to join for this year and receive the annual Directory and Handbook. If you have access to the internet, you can

download a membership form from our website: www.knollwooddonnybrook.org which can then be mailed to the PO Box as
shown, or call Jo at 410-296-9159. Also, if you are unsure if you paid dues this year, or have not received your directory and know
you did pay your dues, please call Jo.

Thank you from the KD Board.

KNOLLWOOD-DONNYBROOK
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

PO Box 19131
Towson, MD 21284
Editor: Ginger Ross, soap.lady@comcast.net

Website: www.knollwooddonnybrook.org

Since 1954. With your participation, our
community will remain vibrant, attractive, safe

and neighborly
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